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THE MERGANTILE LIBRARY.

A Sketch of its Origin in 1821,
and its History Up fto
the Present Time.

The Proposed Removal into the
Franklin Market Building
—The New Library
as it isn to be.

Etc,, Kite,y Htey Hte., Eto., BEto.

The removal of the Mercantile Library. from
s present location at the corner of Fitith and
Library strects, to the new nnd commodions
puliding on Tenth etreet, between Marker and
Obesnul, is an epoch 10 the history of that in-
stitution: and we therefore call the attention of
the public to it at this time by preseoting the
following sketeh of its foundation in the year
1821, and s progress from that time to the

L
The Origin of the Library.

On the 10th of November, 1821, the frst meet-
Mg with reference 10 the establishmont of the
Library was beld at the Masonie Hall, This
meetiug was merely preliminary, aud resulted
in the publication of u notice, invitinz the mer-
chants, clerks, and othiers who were friendly
to the formation of 4 “'Mereantite Library Azeo-
oiation,” to assemble at the Mayor's Court
Room, on the 17th of the same moath, At this
meeting, which was lafgely atiended, the propo-
eition mel with the most enconvaging receplion,
ib yeanlied I the appointment of toe lollowing

entiemen s o puIninitlee 10 prepar: B Cons A=

ution to be subsequently reported:—Robert
Waln, Robert Raiston, Joseph I, Norrig,
Zaceheus Colling, Berpard Dablgren, Jonn
Roberts, Jo epu H. Dulles, Willum H., Jones,
and Willinm™ B, Bowen,

The tuture success which atlended the insti-
tntion was, in no émall degree, owing Lo the |
character of the gentlemen to whom was com- |
mitied this task, and the time and energy which
they devoted to n discharge of the daty iwm-
posed upon them. The origioul dralt ot the
conptitution propured by them, with their sig-
uatnres ntitached, 45 sull preserved in the
arohives of the Library. 1o addivon to the draft
of aconstitution presented, this committee re-
commended the appontment o1 4 committes i
fifteun, w0 whom snouid be assigned Lhe task of
obisinineg subseriptions, aud of Jetermining the
time snd place of holaing an election lor ofli-
cers of the As=ociation, as spon as one hundred
subscriberd should ve securcd. On the 1sg ol
December, 1821, st an adjourned meeting, the
proposed constitution was adopted, and the
names of more thas three humlm& members
baving been enrolled within o few days, an
gliction for officers wag held on the l0tn ot
Javuvary, 1822 at the Merchunts’ Colfee House,
on Second street, near'Waulnat, with the follow-
ing result:—

Divectors=Jogaph Naorrls, Robe*t Waln, Langdon
Chevon, Bernnrd Dalilgean, Thoman Biddie, Wiltlam
Chaloner, Willbam L, Hodge, Caleb Newbhold, Jr..
Willlam M, Jones, Wilham E. HBowen, Joha M.
Abvwood, Nicholue Theuroo, sod William M, Walms-

., Tveasrer=Josepl EL, Dalles,

Mr. Robert Waln was choson the first Presi-
dent, and served two years, when he was sne-
ceeded by Mr. Thowas P, Cope, who re-
mained In office from 1824 to 1854, Tue organi-
zation of the firet Board o1 Directors waus etfocte |
on \he Tdth ol Jununry, 1822, and the gentlemen
compos ng it procecded without delay to tue

Establishment of the Library.

On the 19th of January, the Board engaged, at
an annunl rent of $100, the roows on the second
floor of the house at No, 100 Chesnnt straet, uad
appuinted D, Culver Librarisn, with an anaual
sulary ol $100,

On the 5th of March, 1222, the Library was
ready for use, and was Kopt open every cvening
in the week, except Sunday. A committes,
consisting of Messrs, Atwood, Dulles, and
Walmsiey, bad been previously appointed to
geleer und purchase booke; theke three gentle-
men continuing to discharge this important
duty for a period ol sixteen years, Their efforis
ie this line met with sach success, that within a
ie“ they were able to publish @ very respectn-

ie catnlogue, to which it was soon found
necessary Lo 188ue a supplement,

The Early Progress of the Library.

In 1824, st which time the Association num-
bered 3680 members, 0 new cihtalogue wae pub-
lished, showing that the Library theun contained
1600 volnmes,

At the nonual meeting hold January 12, 1525,
it was deemed expedient to add & newspaper
reading-room to the Library, for the socommo-
dation of the large number of persons who dail
frequented it Three of the city dailics, an
two of those published in New York., consti
tuted the moderate beginning in this depart-
ment., The supply of periodienly of all kinds
has been Increased from time to time, uutil it
has rouched, at the present time, the lollow ing
proporilous:—
Philadelphin Dallles,...........
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Dailies from other eities in the U &, 40

Weeklles from other elties in the U7, S, 65
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Several of these are duplicated, and ordor

pave likewise been issucd tor L number ol oma:
odicals, which will considerably incresse
the number given above,

In Jupuary, 16826, the Dlcectors proposed Lo
the members that they should resolve toom.
gelves into & jont-stcek company, which was
ucun'mou;hy_ tavored. The estlmuted value of
the bocks, débts, and furpifare was placed at
20000 and 500 shares, at $10 each, were issacd,
and subjected to sn aonowl tax of one dollar
each, Such of the members as had sabseribed
ounly tbhree dollprs were grauted the privilege of
purchasing a share of stock for seven Jojlars.

roan vwn hundged additioual shaves
LD JAMUREY, MOAdy & 105 0 thus in-

ibe Association, by soveral prominent members
of the bar, This enterprise met with tueh sue-
oesa ihiak il was tegolarly repeated every winter
until the year 1837, when the Assoclation noited
with the Athenian Inwiitute in the sapport of
yearly courses of leciures of a wore extonded
and misceliancons charaoter, Since that Hme
this has been one of the most prominent fes-
tures of the inslitution. =

In 1816 it was again found neeessary to re-
move the Library, on account of ita inarease, to
the bullding et No. 184 Chesnut stréat; but m a
foew years these quarters were found be teo
restricted, and the number of members bad
Inerensed g0 considerably thal measures were
taken for seonring large and suitanie ascommo.
dationy, During the year 1898 \he Association
lind recelved n ohsrter from Lthe Bapreme Uourt
of the State, nnder the genernl Inw of 1791; and
the first step townrds the proposed removal was
au appliention to the Leglatore, at the sesslon
of 1841-42, for a special Act of Tnoorporation
with the grant of more extended powers and
¢ privileges than it bad hitherto enjoyed, On the

a1 of July, 1842, the new charter was approved
hy the Governor, and eogn after a new code of
by laws was adopted by the membors, The
Association has continned to act under the
churter then procured until the prosent time.

Arrangements were thon made for fYho erec-
tion of and removal into

The Bullllini at the Corner of Fifth and
ibrary Strosts,

In 1844, the lot at the corner, contalning
thirtymix foet on Fifth street, and one hundared
feot on Library street, was purchased of the
heirs of Dr., James Gallagher, at an annoal
ground-rent of $000, with the stipulation that
it shonld be redeemed within ten years for the
sum of $15,000, The lot adjoining the above
and eontainiog fourteen feet in front, with o
depth ot ove hundred feet, was goon alter pur-
chased of the directors of the Philadelphia
Dispeneary, ot an annosl grouud-rent of §180,
redremuble at plensure on the phyment of
S0,

For the purpose of meeling these payments
and erccling » s=uitable bollalne, the Associn.
tion bnd secumulbated, and put aside n: a bald-
ing fund, the sum of $3400, the proceeds of the
jeotures delivered under i18 auspices up to that
peniod.  Before anything could be done, it was
noocssnry greatly to augment this, Tue object
was accomplished by -suing serip, and allowing
the subseribers thereto o hold it free from
taxotion nutal such thoe a3 they might seleoct
for converting 1t into sotlve stoek, which shoun!d
entitle the holders 10 the use of the Library.
The project suceeeded so well that the Directors
soon found themselves able o award the con-
traot for the erection of the butlhne,

The present building was commenced in Octo-
ber, 1844, the contractors belug Messrs, Kileore
and Hudars, and the architect Mr. William
Johnston, In less than a vear it waa com-
pleted, a1 an expeuse of $23,100°42, wooeh in-
clnded the eost of the book-crses, desks, rending
tables, furniture, and gas fixtores, sa well as
the ground and water rents, taxes, snd other
incidental expenses 1o the 1st of July, 1845, At
that time the removal of the hooks to the new
butldiug wes etectad, and the Institution was
fully prepared for the netlye carver of useful-
ness whoich followed,

On the complotion of the boildimg, there was
still & flonting debt ol $2600 upon it; bat this
was soon fully pald off, and the ground-
rent of $180 per annum, payvable to the Directors
of the Phuladelphin Dispensary, was like wise
redeécmed.  The ground-rent of $000 per
aonuin, payable to the heirs of Dr. Gallagher,
hay also been reducced to $360, the prinviple
amounting nt prescnt to only $7000,

The Hecent History of the Libenry.
Mr. Thomus P, Cope's torm of oflice as Presi-
dent of the A<sociation terminated in 1854, when
e was succceced by Mr. Willlam B, Bowen,
whe held the position uutil 1860, In Jannary,
1861, Mr. T, Morris Perot wis elected, and has
been regularly re-elected every yearsinee then,
Repented attempts have been made by a portion
of the stockholders, during late years, to secure
the eleotion of an opposition ticket, but the
policy of the present munagers at each sueseed-
ing eleetion has been ratilied by large majori-
ties, Toe last election wus held on the evening
of the 19th of February, when 1687 votes were
polled; the number of per-ons eotitled to a vote
belng between six and seven thonsand, Mr,
Perot, at this eloetion, received 1100 votes, and
his compriitor 487, The lady members polled
160 wvotes, of which number Mr. Perot ro.
cetved 181 )

1u December, 1840, 8 new system was inaugi-
rated in the manggementof the every-any atfairs
of the Iustitution, by the selection of Mr, Mckl-
roy as Libranan, with a salury of $1200. In re-
turn for thig, Mr. McKlroy agrced 1o uu‘mnn-
tend the coneerns of the Ji_hrlu'y and building;
to let the rooms and offices in the building, an
collect the rente of the same; to colleot the
unnual dues from the stockholders; and to per-
lorm the duties of Librarian, employing sach
nssislupce us he might require,

Mr. McElroy remunived Librarian onlil 1866,
when he wus sncceeded by My, 8, O. Bruoce. In
1856 the present incumbent, Mr, Jas, Eimands,
was gelected, He Is asslated by Mr, G, Corliss
and Mr, F! D'Osgone, and bf six young ludies
aud an errand boy—all of whom are employed
at the discretion of the Directors, and upon o
fixed salary.

Finances of the Library,
In addition to the dues trom membors, the
rent of such portions of the building as were
not appropriated to the use of the Library hus
been the source of a considerable income, In
1560 it amounted to $5100, and In 1866 to $9529.
Beveral substantial legacies and donations huve
also lLcrensed the funds of the Institution. In
1861 M. Thomas P, Cope made s donation of
$1000, the income from which was ordered by
the stockholders to be devoted tg the purchase
ol works on History and Commeree, Just pre-

vious to this, a certiicate ol loan for $100, bear-
ing Interest at &) per cent,, was bequeathed by
Mr, Paul Beck, Jr. In 1866 a donation of a
$1000 United States 780 bond was made by Mr.
samuel O, Morton; while Me, B, Morris Waln
recently presented the Library witn $1000 in 7
er cent, bondd of the Huntingdon and Broad
Top Railroad Company. The only assislance
other than the above that has ever been
recelved by the Library I8 a  yearly
bequest of $200, lor five years, from Mr, Alger-
non 8, Roberts, the first payment of which was
made iu 1866, The books that are purchased
with the Income derived from the $4100 th-
recelved are bound in & peculiar tashion, *
toguish them from the others, .
e fines imposed for the dete
beyoud the tlme allowed '
within a few years pus*
of a conslderable .

=
o dig-

ation of books
¥ the rules, have,
proved 10 be the source

the number belo
ﬁrtr:&c%lugilﬁﬁ:d'uundrw. In 1831 there was n

further increase in the contributions, the f-h“m'
holders belog then Tequired to pay & e ' AP
dg}\n egach, #omi-snouuliy; ‘""l.u subioribers
wetd admitied 1o the Tooidres of the Library
Ey‘}he seml:Sununl payment of one dollar and a
| A1
The Vartons Looations of the Library,
On the 17th of April, 1825, the Library was
removed from the original loeation to the
pecond story of the bullding at the northeast
goraer of Filth and Chesnut sireets, Mr. A.
Remley had for & shorl time previous been gt
ing as Librarian; but he was at this time sue-
ceaded by Mr. H. Ayres. The latter gentloman
resigned on the 26ih of July, 1830, when Mr,
James Cox was sproluied to the position, which
he Glled with great ncoeptability until Dagym.

1849,
beke cuntinued increase of the Library way
the cuuse of another removal m Oclober, 1827,
to rooms n the bulllllna of the Ameriess Sap-
day SBchool Union, at No. 144 Chestnul stroet,
A new cstalogue, published i July, 1838, cou-
talped tha titles of 2118 volumes, the
winter of 1897-28 a conrse of on mer-
cantily law was delivered under the wuspices of

the anmonv’ < moome, Up to the year 1860
Bine: wt Tanged below 100 per annum.

o ehal thme It bhas lpcressed ns shown In
the following tsble, which also gives the
pmounts received from the loan of exira
books: —

Funes for Lagn of

Year, T tsation. Erira Boks.
1800 o svossssesrvensannsas T— R LY
15861, - 43BN $35:00
IN62, . U576 270
1RG4, « 82336 i 60
1717 IO L1D8T0 18510
1666...... 170501 42775
1L P TTTT I —————— 20985 80365

o |-|s into the LdBrary from all sources,
ro?rg::::llyem. are shown’in the following
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Expenses of the Library,

The number of volumes in the library bas
been steadily and rapidly increased. In addi-
tion to the catalogues sbove named, 8 supple-
ment was issued in 1802, st which time there
were 31168 yolumes, In 1840, an entirely now
and classifled calalogue was published, contain.
fog lhe titles of about 6000 volumes; snd in 1849
another and more complete editon was pre-
pared, Beveral supplements to this have been
issned from time to time; but these will goon be
guperseded by the publication of the catalogue
which Is now In the course of preparation, and
the want of which is experienced by all the
patrons of the library, In the following table,
the state of the lHbrury at different times, espe-
glully during the last ten years, is shown:—

o Library Erpenses,
I g ,
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During the past nine years it is eatimated that
ihe Library has lost by theft as many as 4738
volumes, equal to one full year's incréase hy
purchinse.

The detstls of the fotal espenditures during
the past fow years were as follows:—

Cuat uf Hocke, |
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During the past tén year there hus been s
warked incrense in the number of members, a:
Is shown'in the following table:—
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are aleo 401 subseribers who enjoy the privileges

of the library, on the apnual payment of

five

dollure, ‘This makes the total number of per-

gons using the library 7167
The principal library asgocigtions in

the

United States presented the following compari-

son In 1863:—
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PLAN OF THE RECOND FLOOR.

COMMITTEE i COMMITTEE
ROOM = RooM
=1 | WA HALL
COMMITTEE
l.l I
DIRECTORS | CHESS
ROOM I ROOM

DIMENEIONE OF THE GROUND FLOOR,

Roamr, Dimensiona,
Vestipule . . . . . 10 by 18} feet
Halt . . . . . ’ 28 by 194
Conversation Rooms . . 28 by 89 «
Grand Btair - . . . Tobyds
Toilet Room (Rizht) 3 16 by 16 *
Toilet Boom (Lel) . . 13 by 16 **
Librarinn's Hoom . . s 13 by 18 *¢
Fire Proof . : . . R 9 by12 *
Library . . . . . TTovlos *
Ladigs’ Reading Room - s 80 by 64 **
Gents' Reading Room ’ Bovyee ©
Newspaper Room . a &7 by 77

DIMENSIONS OF THE SECOND FLOOR,

Nooma, Dimenalons.
Main Hall . ¢ 2 o : 17 by 43 feel
Four (fommitiee Rooms, ench . 1 by 16 *
Directors’ Room ? G 3 WoyBp
Chess EDON . . . . 3 h’ ‘7* &

The New Library as it ls to be,

Before the new building purchased by the
Litbrary Compuny will be adapted to the puor-
pores required of It, couslderable ulterstions
will be necessary. Plans for these have been
prepared by the urohitects, Mossrs. John Frazer,
Fronk Furness, and George W, Hewitt, and
approved by the Board of Directors, When the
improvements proposed by them are completed,
the Mercantile Library of Philadelphls, I ex-
terior s well as futeror, will be without a rival
on this continent, The large cat of the front
elevaticn which accompaunles this article gives
an excellent iden of the extarpal sppearatioe,

THE NEW MERCANTILE LIRRARY BUILDING.

and needs no comment (o render 1b perfecily
olear to ke render,

An outline of the ground floor and of the
second story front 1s ales given, showling the
interior arrangements of the building. The ene
tire strocture has a front of 80 fees and a flepth
of 301 feet, thue giving & surface of 34,080
feet. The recond foor s 85 by 80 feet lo dimen-
sions, and hoas a surface of 5300 square leet,
whioh makes ihe total superticies of the new
building 29,290 square feet, or nearly three times
A% great as Lhat of the ballding at the corner of
Fifth and Library sireets, )

As shown in the socompanying cuts, the main
library room s 77 by 109 feet, with an aren of

6308 square feet.  Thers are two lerge reading-
roome—one 1or 1he vse of lagles and the other
for gentlemen—just in the rear of the library,

eich of them bely by 64 feet.
Back of these, and gm;ly m’«mﬂhh by
18 the news

means of the central hall,
room, 47 by 77 feet In dimensiovs, and 3619
{n ur'en.. A he first ﬂuo;- I also provided with
wo totlel rooms, one of whiob 18 16 uAre
and the other 13 by 16 feet: und ll':‘t:ﬂ?ﬂ .
tion rooms, ench 2% by 39 feet, These last m
[)l’u!'r. & grent convenfenos to the frequenters of
be library, In addition to four committes
roome, and a laxge apariment for the meoting
otllhed IT‘)llnr-f’tr-rs. the second Aoor will contain &
#plin chess-room, 89 feet in width and 4
feet 6 fnchos in length, :
The New Bullding Movement.

The present sccommodations of the Library
have for several yemes been inndequate to ita
continonlly Increpsing uecessities, A move-
ment looking to a removal Into more commo-
dious quarters was therelore starlod by the
stockholders over elpght years ago; and at an
adjourned meeting held oo the 250h of Januury,
1800, the Directors were requested to ing iira
olo the expedicney of IMovIing t0 ome more
central location, and also lo nsvertain the pro-
bable cxpense which would attend suel go.
moval

At the snnaal 4 i 1560 the Directors
reported that a switable location could be obe
tained for $30,000, on which a bullding large
enongh to accammodste the Library for thirty
yearz to como could be erecied at ncost of
$100,000. The walue of the old bullding was
reported at aboul $00,000, so that there would
remuin sbout $66,000 10 be raised by subserip-
tion snd donation. Bul in Jantary, 1861, the
Duectors reporbed that they bud consulted

several leading citizéns of wealth and pablic
spirity, who united o sasiug that tne commuuity
wit nol 1 & condiuon tu contribaie the awunt
rrquired,

14 1803, however| the Directors aealn took
the subject into con-ideration, und ordered that
il the woueys socrnipe rom the sale of slosk
atter Jagpuary 1, 1863, should be set apury aod
invested os u Building Fond,  This plan has
beeu pursued, and the ollowiog amounts hayve
been transteired to the lind during the past
four years:—

M
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At the annual meeting in Jaouary, 1865, a
commiitee of tweniy-five prominent citizens
wag appointed to iake ioto cousideration the
new builiding project, and to solicit subserip-
tions 1o the same, Uu the 12th ot Decémber
followine, the subjeet was by them brought
beore the stockholders, ut a special weeting, at
which re-olutions were ndopted 10 Lthe effect
thut a new nnd more commodious pailding was
expedient, desirable, sl vecossary; and that its
location sbould be central, so as to alord easy
acecss to it trom all parie o thecity. A reso
Jution was also adopted, nathorizing the raising
0! $200,000 n{ donations and the sale ol stock
ana serip,  Dut the commiitee of L= enty-live
took no steps towatids caryiog owt it recom-
mendatons, and soon cessed altogether to not.
At \he Legluolne of  Jest  year, bowever,
the DBeard ol Directors made saother effort
to tncrense the bull ting funo, by sending ciren-
fdrs 1o ul toe stockholders, urgnng them 10 take
an active part in (he =ales of stwek and ecrip
and in sohiciting sob.criptions, while speoa
ciioulors were at the same Lime forwarded to
such wenlthy edizens ns 1t was thought would
feel digpoged to wd the undertaking. The re-
gpouses to all these petliions were (ew and far
between, and people had gradually come to the
conclusion tiat 8 new and commodious build-
ine jor the use of the Mercanriie Library was one
ot 1those indefinile and intangible aflairs which
belune wltogerher lo the next cemtury. The
sunject rested in this unsatisiactory condition,
unul we were suddeuly startlied by the an
nouncement of
The Purchase of the Franklin Market

Bullding,

which is loeated ou the west side of Tenth
street, between Chesnut and Markot, certaluly
one ol the most desizable positions in Lhe aolire
city for a public library, This building was
erceted about six yeard ago, and was for o time
ured as s market house; but it wag subge-
quently purcassed by the Penmsglvania Rail-
road Company, with the object of convertiog it
into & passenger depo!, This project was aban-
doned, wnd during the lagt years of the war the
building was leased to the United States Gov-
erument, and used ns a commissary storghonse,
When the fixm of Freoch, Richards & Co. were
foreed 1o seek temporary quarlers by the
fire which destroyed (heir establishment.
at the corver of Teuth and Market satroetsg.
they obtained n lease of the building, and have
ginice been the occupants of it.  Thelr lease does
nol expire until the trst of next October, with
the option of & renewul until the first of Janu.
ary lollowing, but it ia quite probable thatthe
new and handsome warehouse which they are
pow cré@ing oo the alte of thelr old stand will
be completed before that time, in whioh case the

Mercantile Libracy Company will be enabled
the sooner to commenee their improvement of

the pr iy,

'l'hpem i was effected during the month
of March last, the amount to be pald b:;:ﬁ
Dxed st $136,000. O thig sum, the Ral
Compuny reguired i paﬂment ol $76,000 within
u ehort L-me, to rese which reguires the utmost
earnestuess and promplness on she parkof the
friends of the 1 brary.

To complete she pirchase snd make the neces-
BAT! ah?i-ﬂcma will mi[uire.than:ai!i g ot from
$100,000 to $150,000, iv addition to all the pre-
sent wvailable mes

and urﬂ ol the
noma rs have taken.
in bavd, snd, although the

Labrary Company,
the matter enrnestl

enterprise s ceitainly a formidable gne, there
ts no dount but that it will prove to be a grand
suceeee, Four diderent methods of uring
Wouey ure z;odpoud The first Is by doustions
from ‘everybody snd anybody that feel

disposed 10 asslst  the Company in  their
praseworthy vndertakiog,  i1he second i b
tbhe sale of ulm‘-k ut llmr share, }'I:w ;hinl ‘
the pgle ot & ficates a ench

u{ﬂcg nfe‘immd.% receIps ae nug}pmuui
s bave no present use for the ordinary stock
and are consequen 1y unwilling to be burdenad
with the paymentof the annoal dues upon the
same, But this mrml.t ﬂ{ﬂmh.eﬂn.
veried Into active stuck, when it will bacome
subject to the annun! taxati unﬂhenmle the
holder tonll the privileges of the library, The
fourth metbod po J§ by the sale v
memberships, edch, which entitle
holder to the use of the library duaring 1ife, and
msy apany time be copverted ante four shapes
ol aotive i

The Directors
settif e forth ibie state ment,
SRRl i Plonplapt s
on the mds of t g
1s to be koped thlbhl'-%l measure vmndglhut
hberal sitention &t the hands of our oitizens
whick jte megnitude and importunce denjand,

are about Lsuing a clrcul‘ii'.
wmove
d_earnest




